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A colonial stratum had been deeply built at the bottom of Asian societies ever since
these societies became positioned as the object of colonization. Along with the trans-
formation towards the post-colonial era, a dilemma of modern Asia manifests itself in
the so called shift from primate cities to megacities, through a subline process. In this
paper, I try to reveal the above-mentioned shift of Asian cities, from primate cities into
megacities.

At this moment, before it could produce its own distinct and definite form, the
passion that had long been the moving energy of Southeast Asian cities is being
swallowed mercilessly by the wave of globalization. These cities are now positioned at
the crossroads of becoming the plaything of market principles, or if not, these cities
have at best, become the source for the exertion of rough authorities. In brief, the
narrative of space, with excessive depth and enthusiasm, sweeps over Southeast Asian
cities, while at the same time produces a devide within them. This is exactly the
important issue of this paper, that is, how should we conduct a reexamination of the
Asian image in order to reestablish a new Asian image.

My original plan for this paper was to produce sketches of the papers in this edition
and try to reveal the common theme that connects these papers one to another.
However, as I do not want to interfere with the development of the characteristics of
each paper, I venture to explore a more extended discussion by including parts of the
papers in this edition. I would rather place this paper beside, so that each of the papers
in this edition can develop in various directions, and hopefully, from there, we would

be able to gradually obtain a point of convergnce that reestablish a new Asian image.

* HUIL R RS Se R #0% Professor, The University of Tohoku
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