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Protest from “ Peripheral Island ” :
Case from “ Ethnic Tension” on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
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The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of the ¢ ethnic tension”
on Guadalcanal of the Solomon Islands, as focusing on social situation of the island
after the World War Iland the meaning of custom or “ kasfom ” in Pijin English that
has been used by a militant.

The ethnic tension was broken out in December 1998 by a lot of factors such as
colonialism, economic development, land disputes, class hatred, urbanization on
Guadalcanal including the national capital Honiara at the modernization process of the
country. Most of Guadalcanal people, especially who living in the south part of the
island, have felt discontented over the social, economic, and political situation sur-
rounding them for years after national independence in 1978. Especially, their frustra-
tions have been directed to migrants from neighboring Malaita Island. Part of Guadal-
canal people organized a military group called IFM (or GRA, IFF) in order to oust
the Malaitan from the island and to seize the vested interests of Malaita people on
Guadalcanal.

In this paper, I will describe briefly the transition of the ethnic tension up to the
present including the background from the British colonial days. Then by studying on
a traditionalism movement on Guadalcanal after 1950s and considering relationship
between Solomon Islanders and the capital Honiara, I will analyze the Guadalcanal
militants’ insistence and point out that IFM played a role in resolving economic and
social disadvantagenous situation of Guadalcanal people that has been grown since

1950s through their assertion of what capital island and the people there ought to be.
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