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Networks operating in the late pre-colonial South Asia could be categorized into
supra-local and intra-local levels. Even the latter, however, crossed local boundaries.
Trading communities, for instances, constructed inter-local networks, shepherds made
use of climatic and ecological differences among the localities, and some communities
were scattered in several localities simply due to the numerical strength. Each local
society thus incorporated various communities within its sphere. On the other hand the
communities in India known as caste had segregated cohesiveness. Local society was
therefore the sphere where both the relational segregation and the territorial integra-
tion co-existed. This contradiction was solved by the Mirasi System, a long-established
share-distribution system, in which every participant performed expected roles and
was allotted proportional shares in the produce. The relationship not only among
various communities but also between the networks of the supra- and intra-local levels
was expressed in it. The System was thus a territorial-closed but relationally-open one.

British colonial rule, however, destroyed the System and brought up several types
of relational networks such as trade, religious, colonial, imperial, and migratory
including that of overseas. Post-colonial period induced compartmentalization of
nation-states, restricting movements crossing borders under the pressure of nation-
building.

Post-1990s has observed maturing of some nation-states, allowing people to
express ethnic identities. This has led South Asian Diaspora to reconstruct “Indianess”.
On the other hand India moved towards opening her market and made efforts to
construct networks with Non-Resident Indians (NRI).

As globalization intensifies, more people in South Asia aspire to move out of their
country, which is never a sound feature for any society. Efforts to construct a sphere
with networks open both territorially and relationally in one’s home seems to be the
first step towards the future.
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