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The Case of Sexual Assault in Cairo’s Ataba Square:
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In an evening of March 1992, during the period of Ramadan, an unbelievable
sexual assault reportedly took place at the bus terminal in Ataba Square, Cairo’s most
popular commercial center crowded with the shoppers. Unbelievable was that this
assault was done in the midst of crowds. The coverage of this case and the hot
dispute that followed in the Egyptian press seriously struck the people at the basis of
the moral and the social order of the Egyptian society, although this case resulted in
a surprising end after a long-term trial, that is: the suspects were found innocent.
This case in Ataba Square provides us interesting aspects with regard to the various
problems related to the sexuality and social change of the contemporary Egypt.

In this paper, by making use of articles of newspapers and magazines in those days
as primary sources and materials, the whole story of the case that consists of contra-
dictory testimonies and the social impact will be illustrated. And the implications of
the case shall be discussed. They include the following themes: the peculiarity
(boundary and center) of urban space specific to Ataba Square, historical context at
the time of this assault (the transformation of political and economic regime following
after the Gulf War in 1991), the linkage between the sexuality and the communal sense
(analogy to the descriptions in the Egyptian agrarian novels), changes of family
relationship, the honor and the sexuality in the popular sense of orderliness and justice

(with relation to the application of the Islamic law), and the sense of social crisis.
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