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The contents of the British Parliamentary Papers (hereafter BPP) include not
only the United Kingdom but also countries or areas in the whole world, which have
relationship with the United Kingdom. Therefore, the BPP have become the histori-
cal materials of the modern world. Japan is not an exception, and the BPP are the
important historical materials showing various aspects related to Britain and Japan.

In Japan, the BPP have especially been used as important materials in the
historical research on the international relations of the last days of the Tokugawa
Shogunate term, so called Bakumatsu. The BPP have provided the facts to prove
what cannot be proven by Japanese historical materials only. And as for the
historical research on Japanese trade, since Japanese materials only contain statistics
on the injustice during Bakumatsu era, the statistical data quoted in the Commercial
Report from British Consuls in Japan have been primarily used for the survey on
Bakumatsu trade.

But, the BPP were submitted to the Parliament according to the interests of the
British Government. Also the fact or information written in the BPP was limited one.
So, after World War II, Japanese researchers started to look for the British Govern-
ment materials before they had been compiled as the BPP and submitted to the
Parliament. The importancé of the BPP as the British Governmental materials,

however, was not yet lost, and used along with such Governmental materials.
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