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An area study is a new field of science with its own aim and has its particular way and
viewpoint in integrating the facts of areas. It is different from established modern
sciences. The modern sciences have pursued to develop the analyzing methods in the
partitioned nature and societies. This approach was particularly successful in natural
science, which contributes to reveal the hidden faces of the nature, and to transform
the “wild nature ” to “sweet home” for human beings. But, the excessive burden
put on the nature through anthropecentric activities caused the degradation of nature
to such a degree that hostile relations between man and nature became apparent in
many areas. Furthermore, the economy-centered differentiation of the world into
“center ” and “ periphery ” proceeded so intensively that huge economic unbalance
has arisen between the “center ” and “ periphery.” These are the diagnostic to the
lost integrity syndrome.

The cause which developed the lost integrity syndrome lies in the principles of the
modern civilization. Human beings have lived in the space and time. But, the
modern civilization has a strong bias looking in time axis only. In other words,
development is preferred, and the symbiosis in the space tends to be neglected.

With this reflection in mind, three points are discussed. First, grasping the
integrity of areas is essential for the area study. Second, the Fudo (wind and soil), a
concept originated in ancient China, is referred to as a hereditary mould to regulate the
man’s attitude towards ecological environment. Third, borrowing the term of eco-
logic [Tachimoto 1996], maritime Malay world is exemplified as a society where

eco-logic regulates the relations among people.
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